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Abstract:

In Korean language, the word ‘Korea’ is a term that literally means ‘half an island’
which is, in fact, a peninsula surrounded by water on three sides. The Korean Peninsula
extends around 620 miles from north to south and lies 142 miles from the Japanese
island of Kyushu across the Korea Strait and the western coast of the Korean Peninsula is
bordered by the Yellow Sea. The Korean peninsula was home to clans, tribes, kings and
different dynasties throughout its long history and every civilization left its mark there.
The distinguished location of Peninsula had attracted the major powers of that time like
Russia and Japan.

In fact, Japan had occupied the Peninsula which forced its people to migrate to Russia
which had became their main supporter in getting rid of Japanese control by spreading
Soviet communism inside and outside Korea.

In this research, we will make every effort to shed light on how the Korean view of
‘communism’ which was the main ideology that helped them to get rid of the Japanese
occupation and establish their independent state. The present research aims to
elaborate the fact that to which extent of the impact of communism on the Korean
people and the countries of East Asia was. Also, the study will bring out the
dissemination of ‘communist thought’ which had aimed to curb the Western capitalist
thought. Moreover, the present study will explain about the negative impact left by
‘communism’ on the Korean people because of the dictatorial leadership adopted by
North Korea on the pattern of Soviet communism.

Key Words:-North Korea, Muntaha Sabri, the Communist Movement, Kim Il Sung, The Roots of
Communism in Korea

FIRST: THE JAPANESE OCCUPATION OF KOREA IN 1910 AND ITS IMPACT ON THE SPREAD OF
COMMUNISM.

The roots of the ‘Communist Movement’ (') in the Korean peninsula () date back to 1895
when Japan defeated both China and Russia and annexed Korean lands forcefully (%) but
the Korean Emperor named ‘Gwangmu Gojong’ refused to sign the document that was
required to approve the transition under Japanese rule. There started armed resistance
by some people which was suppressed by the Japanese army. This suppression led to the
immigration of some Koreans to Manchuria where they were influenced by the principles
of the Russian revolution that had spread there in 1905 (). Following all of those events,
Korea was officially declared as a "part” of the Japanese Empire In 1910 and the Emperor
Yinghe Sunjong was forced to surrender and abdicate the throne. Thus, Korea was no
longer an independent country. (%).

Following the Japanese occupation of Korea, Terauchi Masatake was appointed as a
resident "general” i.e. ruler in Korea (°) and he held the position but his term of office
was called the ‘military term’ because the number of soldiers and police had increased in
leaps and bound. Japan allowed them to enter into the Korean peninsula to combat the
resistance movement that had started to expand there (7). Due to the harsh military
policy of Japan, the Koreans began to migrate in a big number to Manchuria and take it
as a base for resistance against the Japanese occupation or just to survive after losing
their lands (8). Russia opened its borders to the displaced and fleeing Koreans and they
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were welcomed by the Bolsheviks (°) who sympathized with them because of their mutual
hatred of Japan after the last war in 1905. So, the Bolsheviks welcomed the Koreans as
they found an opportunity in them to spread ‘communism’ among them. On the other
hand, the Koreans found the communist ideas, which call for equality and liberation from
colonialism, a way to mobilize all former Korean immigrants and exiles. The majority of
Koreans present in Russia before 1910 were not as enthusiastic about the liberation of
Korea as those who came after the occupation. In fact, their main objective was the
liberation of their country and not only enjoying stability away from their country (©). It
seems that the era of Japanese colonialism has played a more decisive role in the birth of
a kind of Korean communism.

The period of Japanese occupation was called the ‘dark period’ by the Koreans because
it was characterized by harsh political repression that led to the concentration of exiled
Koreans in Manchuria on communist principles especially as Japan stifled the cultural and
political life, banned newspapers, placed them under severe censorship and prevented
gatherings except with security clearances from the Japanese police ('"). Therefore, the
exiled Koreans, who had immigrated to Manchuria to escape from the Japanese, started
to turn towards Russian communism which had spread more widely during World War | in
Manchuria and Siberia. They began to be influenced by the communist ideas concerning
the equality and thus they participated in that war on the side of Russia and some of
them joined the Bolsheviks to mobilize the Koreans against Japan ('?).

Alexandra Kim is considered the first Korean to live in Russia due to Japanese oppression.
She joined the Bolsheviks in 1916 and was sent by Vladimir Lenin (*3) in 1917 to Siberia to
mobilize Koreans against Russian counter-revolutionary forces as well as the allies of
World War . So, she became responsible for foreign affairs in the Far East Department of
the Khabarovsk and met with the Korean independence fighters who formed the “Korean
Liberation Corps” later known as the ‘Shanghai Faction’. Around 8000 Koreans joined the
Russian Civil War on the side of the Red Forces in 1917 and were influenced by the ideas
of communism which was hated by Japan. On January 22, 1918, a Korean section of the
Russian Communist Party in Irkutsk was formed by the Korean Communist Nam Man Chun
which was later known as the ‘Irkutsk Soviet Group’. ().

The first attempts to establish the ‘Korean Socialist Party’ began to appear on 22" of
June 1918 by the Korean Yi Tong Hui, who is considered the first Korean political figure,
turned towards Soviet communism after his meeting with Alexandra Kim. He was
influenced by her ideas that were calling for Korean liberation from Japan. Moreover, He
was a former pioneer, worked in the Korean army and traveled a lot between Russia and
Manchuria. A Bolshevik named Krebnov helped him. His second name was mentioned only
in Arab and foreign sources. The two cooperated and worked closely on recruiting exiled
Koreans in Russia and introducing them to communism. In addition, he was invited by
Lenin for a personal conversation about cooperation between them ('°). He announced
the establishment of “Communist Party of Korea” on 28" of June 1918 and New Korean
Youth Corps was formed in November of the same year. Leninist ideas began to expand
their secret influence inside and outside Korea after Koreans joined Russia in the war
(). It was coincided with American President Woodrow Wilson’s call (1913-1921) for the
rights of peoples to self-determination ('7).

Demonstrations broke out in Seoul on 01t March, 1919 with the aim to obtain
international support especially after Japan used excessive force to end it and closed
many missionaries and private schools. Those harsh measures adopted by Japan resulted
in mass protests. However, the lack of interest of major countries in the Korean issue
prompted Korean activists and intellectuals to search for a place other than their own
country from where they can make their demands reach everywhere. Lenin was the first
to welcome these Koreans and began to attract them with his ideas that rejected the
oppression of nations ('8). Despite the fact that the Movement of March 1919 in Korea
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contributed to develop the communist movement, the Korean communists moved their
activities to China due to the Japanese suppression and restrictions imposed on them in
their own country in addition to the geographical proximity and China's desire to support
Korea against Japan. ('%).

Following the March Movement, the wide spread of communist ideology and thought in
Korea had an impact on the Japanese colonial policy which witnessed positive political
changes in the cultural field in the early twenties. The objective behind it was to calm
down the situation. The Japanese agreed to allow Korean newspapers and magazines to
be published including “Cho sun ilbo” and “Dong-Albo” newspapers. In fact, these
newspapers contributed effectively to the publication of many articles calling for
independence from the Japanese occupation (?°). This increasing awareness among
Koreans for their liberation prompted the Japanese to re-impose strict censorship on
newspapers for fear of protests and demonstrations. Now, the Chinese communists got an
excuse to support the Korean revolutionary movement mainly in two aspects, public
opinion and moral support. When the March 1 Movement erupted last year in Korea, the
bad policy of Japan in Korea was lashed out at by Chinese magazine Weekly Reggio,
founded by Dachuen Duxiu Lee (1949-1976), Xiangjiang Magazine, sponsored by Mao
Zedong (1949-1976), (*') and Tianji Awakening Newspaper. These newspapers expressed
great solidarity with the cause of the Korean people against Japanese occupation. Even
Chen Duxiu himself wrote an article "to praise the heroic and indomitable spirit of the
Korean people against the enemy.” The second aspect of China's support for Korea is the
establishment of non-governmental organizations such as the “Association of Mutual
Assistance between China and Korea” to provide support for the dissenting Koreans.
Since the winter of 1920, the Korean revolutionaries in China started calling for
cooperation between China and Korea (*). Late on, these organizations had a significant
role in supporting the Chinese faction in Korea.

The ‘Korean Liberation Movement’ in March ignited the spark of resistance among the
Koreans, although it was unsuccessful, but resulted in the formation of a ‘provisional
Korean government in exile’ in Shanghai headed by Yitong Hui, who sent people to Korea
to spread communist ideas. Kim Young Bum was part of the team. It had attracted
Moscow’s financial support with the training of the Koreans. In fact, he received an
amount of 400,000 rubles for this purpose. The communist ideas got a fertile ground in
Korea to be spread among the intellectual students who played a major role in spreading
them within the Korean lands (¥). On January 10, 1921, he held a meeting with his
followers in Shanghai and re-formed the Communist Party of Korea. It was the first truly
open communist organization formed by Korean exiles whose aim was not only to expel
the Japanese but also to establish a classless society in Korea. This group operated in
Shanghai and later came be to known as the Shanghai faction (%%).

At this time, the Irkutsk organizations in Manchuria and Shanghai, China began to
increase their efforts to send agents to Korea to spread their message and recruit more
members. That task was daunting for a variety of reasons, including unavailability of a
reliable income base except for donations from the Soviet Comintern (¥). Apart from
that, the Japanese police in Korea started to practice a policy of strict surveillance and
zero tolerance for any form of dissent. Consequently, many agents of both parties were
arrested and detained until two members of the party from the Irkutsk group successfully
entered the country (the researcher could not find their names) and began spreading
communism on a large scale (%).

The first conference of the Toilers of the Far East was held in Petrograd from 21 January
to 2 February, 1922. It was decided in the conference that the Korean communism will
be provided support. The conference was attended by the Irkutsk group which had
enjoyed great power after the absence of the Shanghai group from it. Also, it was agreed
in the conference that the Korean Communist Party would receive instructions from the
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Asian bureau of the Russian Communist Party and the headquarter of the Communist
Party of Korea shall be in Shanghai provided that committees are formed in the provinces
and villages with the training of its military forces. Moreover, the party will be granted
three hundred thousand yen (¥).

On the occasion of birthday of Karl Marx () on 9 November, 1924, the organization was
renamed as ‘Tuesday Society’ in relation to the day of the meeting. Kim Young headed
the organization and later became the secretary of the North Korean branch of the
Communist Party. It included groups that had returned to Korea from China and Siberia
and aimed at establishing the ‘First Communist Party’(?®), especially with Joseph Stalin
(1924-1953) assuming Soviet rule and his desire to transfer the Soviet system to North
Korea (*°). Thus, since 1922, the communist movement began to appear openly in Korea
after it was secret. The credit goes to Soviet and Chinese support on the one hand, and
the activity of Korean intellectuals on the other hand, despite the continuous Japanese
repression of it.

On the seventeenth of 1925, a Chinese restaurant in downtown Seoul hosted a banquet
which was attended by some young Korean intellectuals. The apparent objective behind
this banquet was a gathering of young journalists but it was just a cover for people whose
goal was to establish a Communist Party. This gathering was the first official secret
conference to form the Communist Party of Korea “Choson Kong Sandang”. Kim Yong
Bum of the ‘Tuesday Association’ gathered the leaders of the three groups in Seoul to
organize a coalition. In the meeting, sub-organizations and sub-departments were
established and members of the three parties filled the positions equally to a certain
extent (). The meeting concluded on April 18 with the formation of the second Korean
Communist Party headed by Pak Hoon Young (' ). However, this new alliance
encountered the same problems that other parties had faced before. The Japanese
arrested most of the members of the group that had founded the party in 1925 (%?)
particularly because those groups carried with them the old problems of the factions and
their conflicting agenda among the higher ranks. These were two issues that stood in the
way of the Korean communist movement ().

After the party was failed to achieve its objectives, the fugitive leaders established a
number of communist offices outside the country including the Shanghai office in China
which didn’t function in a strong manner due to lack of support for it. Also, the office in
Japan was closely monitored by the Japanese authorities, so it also faced the same fate
as the Shanghai office. The exception was Manchurian office which was supported by the
Central Committee of the Soviet Communist Party as part of The Comintron. Thus, it was
the most active when there were strikes in 1926 as around 200 people were imprisoned
and 31 of them were Kkilled. This office contributed to organize the Korean Communist
Party again in 1926 but its leaders were soon arrested as well.” The Koreans tried to
reorganize it a third time in December 1926 but most of them were arrested (*4).

After the above mentioned organizations, a new Shinkan Howe United Front was formed
on January 14, 1927 in cooperation with the Communists and had achieved some
successes as the various Communist groups put aside their differences and "joined
together”. The success of the ‘United Front’ was restricted to unite the main communist
parties that were to be rivals against their common enemy the Nationalists. Han Wei was
one of the most influential communist leaders to emerge during this time. He set new
goals for the Korean communists in the Shinkanhoe that were designed to put more
emphasis on educating and inspiring peasants and factory workers. His leadership helped
to create a few new labor unions and youth groups for peasants. (*°).

There was a fourth attempt to openly establish or organize the Communist Party of Korea
in February 1928 but that attempt led to another wave of arrests in August 1928. Despite
the fact that it was recognized by the Soviet Comintern in September of the same year,
the lack of unity among its members caused its dissolution. Moreover, the Comintern
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formally severed relations with the Communist Party in the same year due to the
factional divisions and lack of progress. However, the alliance's efforts succeeded in
implanting the idea of communism in the minds of a small percentage of the Korean
people, especially in Seoul, while the exiled Communists continued to work outside Korea
(*). By the spring of 1930, 54,000 Korean schoolchildren had joined anti-Japanese
movement. Their demands were to put an end to police interference in school activities,
the release of arrested students, reinstatement of expelled students and reformation of
the educational system. The students’ pamphlets with slogans like "Down with
Imperialism” and "Long live the Proletarian Revolution” indicate the leftist influence on
the movement. However, the movement was crushed by the authorities as many students
were arrested or expelled. After that, sporadic student strikes and protests took place
but now the things had become more difficult due to the imposition of a stricter colonial
policy.

In 1931, a person known as ‘Kim Il Sung’(*’) made a name for himself on the battlefields
of Manchuria. In fact, not much is known about Kim's early life before this point. The
combination of a paucity of knowledge and North Korean slander makes many details
concerning his life unclear. It is known that he was the commander of the Northeast
People’'s Revolutionary Army, that is, the People's Revolutionary Armed Forces, which was
established in 1932 by the Korean Communist Youth League (*%).

With the imminent outbreak of the war, the Japanese government began to close all
kinds of Korean organizations. They dissolved all agricultural and labor unions as there
were a large number of organizations sponsored by China to control the activities of the
population and direct them towards the war effort including the Korean Scout Association
(*). To counter the Korean’s attraction towards China, the Japanese authorities in 1938
organized local youth leadership seminars and established training institutes for children.
In fact, they made every effort possible to enroll Koreans in pro-Japanese mass
organizations as there were similar associations nationwide for workers, farmers, tenants
and fishermen. (*°). Among the other organizations established by the colonial authorities
were the “Korean Defense Society”, the “Society for the Study of Politics that Deal with
the Critical Situation” and the “Korean Association for the Assistance of the Imperial
Rule” especially with the emerging signs of a new world war (*).

SECOND: THE EXPANSION OF THE COMMUNIST MOVEMENT DURING WORLD WAR Il (1939-1948).
Japan had started to make changes in its policy towards Korean people during the World
War 1l broke out in 1939 (“?). The new Governor-General Minami Jiro (1936-1942) pledged
to end discrimination and strengthen the reconciliation process between Japan and Korea
under the slogans “Japan and Korea as one body” as well as “harmony between Japan
and Korea”. He requested all Koreans to enroll in ‘Shinto Shrines’. In addition, in the
same year, the Japanese increased their efforts to crush the guerrillas in Manchuria.
They promised impunity to any guerrilla party that surrendered and they strengthened
the command of their Manchurian armies. On the other hand, the Korean Communist
Party in China called for uniting Korean youth and engaging in the war against the
Japanese occupation (*). In January 1941, the North Korean Youth Association was
established in Tongyu, Shanxi Province, at the site of the Eighth Route Army Headquarter
in the Taehang Mountains. Kim Muchung was the first president of that association ().

With the support of the Chinese Communist Party, the ‘North Chinese Youth League’ led
by Kim Tu-bong (**) and his assistant Choe Chang-ik (%), was changed in July 1942 to the
‘Korean Independence League’. Also, the North China branch of the ‘Volunteer Corps’
was expanded and was reorganized into the ‘Korean Volunteer Army’ with Muchong as
Commander-in-Chief and his assistants Buck Heo Sam and Pak Il Yunawape. In the same
month, the Soviet Far East Front organized the Independent Infantry Brigade in the area
located at east of Khabarovsk. The brigade commander was a member of Communist
Party of China (CPC) named ‘Zhou Baozhong’. According to “Russian records”, Kim Il Sung
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excelled in the army after he and his fighters joined the first battalion that was working
under the brigade. He progressed well in studying the Russian language and received a lot
of praise (¥).

The Cairo Declaration of 1943 (“®) granted an “independent” status to North Korea after
the war. So, the Shanghai Korean faction in China and the Moscow faction in Manchuria
ordered the Korean revolutionaries in China and the Soviet Union to return to their
motherland. The revolutionaries there had become more impulsive for liberation from
Japan through joining the Soviet side and spreading communist thought as Stalin turned
his attention to the Far East. The guerrilla teams in the northeast carried out
reconnaissance missions in cooperation with the Soviet army as well as carried out
tactical reconnaissance for the Soviet army. The well-trained soldiers of the 88™ Brigade
(*) performed well but due to Japan's refusal to accept unconditional surrender, the
United States dropped the first atomic bomb on Hiroshima on August 6, 1945. After this
incident, the Soviet Union declared war on Japan on 8™ of the same month and the next
day the Soviet forces entered northeastern China from three directions. On the same
day, the United States dropped a second atomic bomb on Nagasaki. On 15% August, Japan
announced its surrender (). With the surrender of Japan, Korea was prepared for
communist thought.

After Japan had surrendered, the situation of the Korean communists changed
dramatically in the south as their leader Pak Hun Young reorganized a central committee
and became its secretary. His group had limited contact with the Soviet side in the north
because the headquarters of the committee was in the south. In August 1945, the
Constitutional Council of the Communist Party established a government of communists
mainly headed by Pak Hyun-young, relying on the implementation of the decision
concerning the immediate withdrawal of American and Soviet forces from Korea ().
Also, the activity of nationalist movements re-emerged and it can be manifested in the
establishment of popular committees headed by the moderate leftist Yoo Eunhyung in
Seoul. However, the arrival of the Soviet and American occupation forces prevented the
communist and nationalist Koreans from gaining control (°?).

By the time the Japanese colonial rule collapsed in 1945, Korea was divided between the
United States of America and the Soviet Union according to the Potsdam Conference.
There was no big communist organization or communist leaders of national importance in
the northern part which was occupied by the Soviet Union but rather it included
nationalists as the leading communists were active in the south. When the Soviet
authorities tried to set up a friendly government, they had not many choices except for
looking for ethnic communist cadres who had returned from China, Manchuria, Siberia
and the Soviet Union. This meant that the entire North Korean elite during the early
years of democratic Korean history consisted of people who had spent their previous lives
in different places (33).

In light of the above mentioned developments and the Soviet occupation of North Korea,
a group of Korean communists re-established the ‘Korean Communist Party’ on
September 11, 1945 and as soon as the declaration was made, the Soviet Union
recognized it. Meanwhile, Kim Il-Sung, Choi Young-Gun (**) as well as other guerrillas,
who had spent from 1941 to 1945 in the Soviet Union, returned to Korea. In order to
make their administration more effective, the Soviets sent many Soviet Koreans to North
Korea to provide the military authorities and the Korean Communists with interpreters
and to train officials including Kim Il-sung (°°). Also, Mao Tsetung sent some prominent
Koreans from the Yan'an faction in Shanghai to North Korea with the aim to gain a
foothold there (*°).

On October 12, 1945, the Soviet administration allowed the establishment of political
parties in North Korea following the above mentioned events. The decree concerning this
was announced the next day. So, two political parties with non-communist orientations
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were formed, namely the ‘Korean Social Democratic Party’ headed by Cho Man-sik’” who
was one of the most prominent political figures in Pyongyang. In fact, he was the man
who had agreed to the request of the Soviet officers to take over the emergency
government on the condition of obtaining autonomy as Soviets aimed to grant the
presidency to a non-communist to prove that their policy in Korea is democratic and
different from the Russian socialist revolution, especially when the communism was still
weak in North Korea. The party was in the stage of organization and registration and thus
was depended on intellectuals, the small and medium bourgeoisie and the clergy.

The other party was “Chundogyu Chongyu” which had no importance except for the name
as it had no activities. However, both parties were placed under full control of the Soviet
Communist Party, which in turn established the “North Korean Office of Communist
Party” headed by Kim Yong Bum on October 13, 1945 but that office remained affiliated
to the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Korea in Seoul headed by Pak Hun
Young (°®). With the division of Korea and the beginning of the Soviet-American rivalry,
Moscow decided to install Kim Il Sung in a leadership position as he had achieved many
successes, especially in his raids on Japan. Moreover, he was familiar to some Soviet
officers. Thus, he was promoted as a communist leader in the North. He started to gain
control over the local communist movement and obtain the support of the Soviet Union
(59)-

By October 20-21, 1945, the number of Communists in North Korea reached more than
3,000 and the process to register the committed began in all five Northern provinces and
district committees were formed in many regions. Also, an organizing bureau consisted of
14 members and a control committee consisted of three members were formed to lead
the provincial committees of North Korea. In the meeting of representatives of the
regional committees which was held with the participation of senior communists, the
secretary of the South Pyongyang Provincial Committee was chosen as the first secretary
of the Organization Office. Also, O Ki Sop was elected as the secretary of Hamqyeong
Province and Kank was chosen as the second secretary of the Organization Office of the
Central Committee for the Workers' Party of Korea in Seoul headed by Secretary Pak
Hyun-yong, the chairman of the Korean Communist Party, which was officially registered
with the US leadership along with other parties in South Korea. According to Pak's
information, there were more than 2,000 communists in South Korea and six regional
committees were formed (%9).

Taking into consideration the development of the above mentioned events, the Moscow
conference was held on December 17, 1945. The main objective of the conference was to
discuss post-war settlements (¢'). This was better and more realistic in the previous
twenty to thirty years that was agreed upon in Yalta previously (%?). However, the period
set for the independence was too long for most Koreans as they had expected immediate
independence and the abolition of the planned trusteeship. That is why; mass
demonstrations took place in which all major groups participated. The Koreans united in
their opposition to the idea of trusteeship. On December 30, the Soviet Union ordered its
loyal communists in the north to support the trusteeship which they did sincerely after
changing their position (%}). So, the Soviets overthrew the local nationalists who criticized
the trusteeship and the Korean communists began to return to their country from exile or
Prisons (%4).

In early 1946, it became obvious that the Soviet interests required the creation of a
Soviet regime in North Korea as they had planned to make the country a ‘communist’ one
by establishing a government loyal to them. So, in early January 1946, the Korean
Workers' Party formed a wide network of mass organizations such as the Democratic
Youth League of North Korea and Socialist Patriotic Youth League as well as the “Korean
Agricultural Workers Union” was established on January 31 of the same year. It is a labor
union and a mass organization for agricultural workers and one of the most important
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organizations that was established in the country in 1946 with the aim of educating the
peasants and forming a union of Korean farmers to support the communist movement
(®®). In February 1946, the Soviets established the ‘Administrative Committee’ for five
states which was changed to the Transitional People's Committee of North Korea with the
aim to transfer powers to local administrative bodies ().

In North Korea, four factions emerged among which the local (or secret) faction was the
strongest in the early days of liberation (i.e., liberation from Japanese rule). This faction
consisted of former underground communist who were in Korea before 1945 as they had
never left the country. Several members of the local faction spent some time in Japanese
military prisons as a consequence of their activities. O Ki-sub and Kim Yong-bum were
among those who were associated with the old leadership of the Communist Party in
Seoul led by Pak Hun-young who had gained a semi-mythical status among the Korean
leftists. Pak became the leader of the party that had come into existence once again
though for a while. Even the communist organizations in the Soviet-occupied north
technically recognized ‘the supreme authority’ of the Central Committee of Pak Hoon.
The headquarter of the Committee was in Seoul and the number of its members had
reached 500 (%%).

The guerrilla faction consisted of ex-Korean fighters who were active in Manchuria after
it was occupied by Japan in 1931. Many ended up fleeing Manchuria as their armed
resistance was suppressed. They moved to the Soviet Union where many, including Kim,
were conscripted in the ‘Red Army’ and remained there until liberation. In the Soviet
Union they received some additional military training and served for a few years in the
88™ Independent Brigade as that unit of the Soviet Army consisted mostly of ex-Chinese
and Korean guerrillas (®®). The brigade was commanded by Chupa Thong, a Chinese
soldier and former "notable” guerrilla. Before 1945 they had no connections with the
communist movement in Korea itself, and although they fought in units of Chinese
Communist guerrillas, they remained unaware of the communist movement. Most of the
fighters belonged to the peasant class and lacked any good education. Also, most of them
were almost unknown outside their villages of origin. The prominent young guerrilla
leader Kim Il Sung came to be seen as the supreme leader of this faction. The number of
the members reached 130-140 (%%).

As for the Yan'an faction is concerned, it consisted of Korean left-wing intellectuals who
were born in Korea but they had immigrated to China in 1920s and 1930s and were
closely linked to the Chinese Communist Party which was first led by Mochung, and then
began to split under the leadership of Kim Tu Bong and Chang Ok to get the leadership
(7. When they returned to North Korea, they found that the Yan'an faction headed by
Kim Tu-bong was divided into two groups but both played active roles in building the new
government. The first group obtained important positions in North Korean government
organizations, the military and the security sector. For instance, Muchong was appointed
the director of the ‘Second Security Cadre School’ and Pak was appointed the director of
the Interior Office. The second group played a “pivotal” role in organizing the Democratic
Party which was established within the framework of return to the united front strategy
(71)_

Also, the Yan'an faction established some Korean organizations in a specific manner. The
‘Korean Independence Union’ was the most prominent among these organizations. Most
of the members were well-educated and well cultured. Their leader, Kim Tu-bong, was
one of the most prominent Korean linguists of his generation. In their ideological outlook,
they were quite similar to the members of the local faction. Despite the fact that their
availability for a long time in exile had undermined their understanding of ‘Korean
reality’ and made them more vulnerable to ideas and trends that spread from China, they
became tougher and more practical-minded. In fact, Mochung and other people with
Chinese experience formed the backbone of the North Korean army on the eve of the
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Korean War. The political activity of the members of the Yanan faction faced some
obstacles because the excessive Chinese influence on Korea was not welcomed by the
Soviets at that early stage. The number of their members had reached 15.(2)

The Soviet faction was led by Aleksey Ivanovich Ha Kai (1908-1953) ()) and it was
distinguished from the guerrilla group (faction) which was also based in Russia and that is
because its members had been in Russia for a generation or two and most of the Koreans
who had come to Russia recently (1937) had been killed on the suspicion of being
Japanese spies in one of the periodic purges during which Stalin wiped out the whole
classes of people. Thus, the members of the Soviet faction had little knowledge of
Korean life and little contact with the local communist movement in their own country
either in Korea or Shanghai. However, they were well educated, had an understanding of
life outside Korea as well as they were completely rooted in Soviet institutions as they
had seen the Russian Revolution in 1917 and served in the Red Army after the liberation
which they were not allowed to participate in. They worked as interpreters and power
brokers and their number reached from 150 to 200 members (74). It was obvious that the
role of the former gangs was not very important in 1946 as most of them had neither the
experience nor the education that was necessary to serve as high-ranking officials. So,
they were initially pushed to the margins of political life and had to content themselves
with relatively minor or secondary jobs. Also, the Yan'an faction had not a good number
of members and so the control was initially in the hands of the Soviets.

Keeping in mind the purpose of bringing together all the North Korean parties, the United
National Front was formed on July 22, 1946. It was a popular front led by the Communist
Party of North Korea that brought together all the parties. During the first conference of
the ‘Workers' Party of Korea (WPK)’ held on August 28-30, 1946, the Workers' Party of
North Korea was adopted instead of the Workers' Party of Korea (7). The party's symbol
was a combination of hammer, sickle and brush representing workers, peasants and
intellectuals The Rodong Sinmun newspaper was the mouthpiece of the party (®).Kim Tu
bong, the leader of the People's Party, was elected president of the Communist Party of
Korea while Kim [-Sung and Cho Neung were chosen as his deputies. At the time of
establishment, the party was joined by 366,000 members who were organized in 12,000
party cells and had a following of intellectuals while the Communist Party included
peasants and workers (7).

The party operated a wide network of mass organizations including the ‘Democratic
Youth League of North Korea’, the ‘General Confederation of Trade Unions of North
Korea’, the Democratic Women's Federation of North Korea and the ‘North Korean
Federation of Peasant Associations’. The formation of those organizations had preceded
the founding of the party in August 1946. Moreover, the party ran a cooperative society
for consumers and two newspapers. The first newspaper was ‘Rodraj Sinmon’, a
theoretical mass newspaper of the party, which was started during the first congress of
the party and began to publish articles on the unification of two Koreas. The second
newspaper was ‘Kunroja’ which was a theoretical magazine of the party (’®). The chief
objectives were to create a unified All-Korea Communist Party and to ensure a leadership
role for Kim Il-sung because Moscow declared him as an ideal person or so he was looked
at in Moscow.

On December 15, 1946, General Terenty Shtykov (’°), who was then in charge of political
operations in Korea, discussed the future formation of North Korea. So, the first
constitution of the Democratic People's Republic of North Korea was added and sent to
Moscow for approval in early 1947 (3°). On September, 9, 1947, the constitution was
ratified and North Korea became an official country (8").

The control of Kim Il Sung over the party increased throughout the country after his
second conference which was held on March 27-30, 1948. In the conference, he
presented his report to Congress stressing that North Korea is a democratic country. On
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April 28, a special session of the Supreme People's Assembly was held. In September
1948, a session was held in the presence of 102 delegates out of 212 who approved the
constitution proposed by Kim and his cadres. The establishment of the independent state
of North Korea was formally approved in September, 1948. The legislative power was
granted to Kim Tu Bong while Kim Il Sung was declared as head of the State (%%). In a
letter sent to Kim Il Sung, Stalin ensured his support for him and his newly independent
state and expressed his desire to establish relations between the two sides on the basis
of mutual respect and cooperation in all areas. (%)

CONCLUSION:

We conclude from the present research that the Communism started to be seen in Korea
since 1905 i.e. with the beginning of the Russian revolution. The reason that lies behind
this is that the Koreans in Siberia and Manchuria were influenced by this ideology. In
fact, they were forced to live in exile by Japan which had occupied their lands. The
Japanese occupation in 1910 contributed to the entry of communism into Korea. The
Soviet-Japanese conflict played its role as Soviet started to support Koreans in
establishing ‘Communist Parties’ inside and outside Korea. However, the communist
movement took on a new character with the end of 1938 and the beginning of 1939 which
is the outbreak of World War Il. In fact, this war was the real founder of “Communism” in
North Korea.

However, the communist movement took on a new character with the end of 1938 and
the beginning of 1939, which is the outbreak of World War IlI, which became the true
founder of communism in North Korea. The Soviet Union took control of North Korea and
supported the “Communist Movement” through the installation of Kim Il Sung as their
leader. Kim was a communist who contributed to the merger of the four factions in 1946
and thus it ended with the establishment of the Workers’ Party of Korea (WPK) in 1948
and the dream to establish ‘North Korean state’ came true because of the support
provided by the Soviet as well as Chinese communists. The communist movement that
had spread in Korea through Korean immigrants to Manchurian and Siberia had played a
fundamental role in getting support for liberation movements and guerrilla warfare in
Korea. The objective was to get ‘independence’ and it was achieved in 1948.
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